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Wi Did Fiahting for Citi hib B
Controversial?

The NIIC 2019 Examines and Strategizes Under a Changing Landscape That is
Hurting Immigrants and Their Families

DETROIT With IlttIe over a Week before the kICk off of the 12th Annual "New

22, |mm|grant and refugee rights Ieaders are beglnnlng to gather in Detroit to share
ideas, organize and plan the strongest response yet to the dozens of Trump
administration attacks and policy changes that are hurting immigrant and refugee
communities throughout this nation.

“The NIIC is a safe space where community leaders and members can come
together after a year of destructive changes and hateful policies, that have
devastated our diverse communities ” said Adonis Flores, Immigrant Rights
Coordinator at Michigan United. “We are welcoming folks to our city to make the
kind of positive, thoughtful changes that will move our country forward and protect
our most vulnerable immigrant neighbors and loved ones.”

The centerpiece of these changes rests in the "New American Dreams" platform --
a detailed plan of federal, state, and local actions that have proven successful in
their aim to protect immigrants and refugees. The conference also supports
initiatives that further civic engagement by new Americans, including naturalization,
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voting, and running for public office.s.

“During my 17+ years of working on the Hill, these kinds of initiatives and the goal
of becoming 100% American were not controversial. Everyone agrees that
becoming a citizen after living and participating in our country’s economy is a good
thing. Only recently have we been put in the position of defending these American
ideals,” said Susan Collins, NPNA Policy and Advocacy Director.

But recent policy changes that, for example, would deny visas to immigrants
joining close family in the U.S. if they lack health insurance or are judged too poor
to pay out-of-pocket, require continued resistance and strategizing on how to fight
back.

“We cannot become a country where only the rich are allowed to

immigrate,” Collins said . “What makes America the land of freedom and
opportunity is the belief that, no matter your background, we all deserve the same
chance to make it here. Like wealthy Americans, working Americans should be
able to bring their families to the U.S., too.”

The New American Dreams National Immigrant Integration Conference (NIIC)
is sponsored by NPNA and its 35-member immigrant organizations from across
the country. Now in its 12th year, the conference, which is supported by over 70
organizations across the country, stretches over three days and hosts more than
1,400 leaders. This year’s conference includes a free evening of performance
curated by Detroit’s renowned Concert of Colors world music festival; this special
event is open to conference-goers and the general public in Detroit.

NIIC is co-hosted by Michigan United, Michigan Immigrant Rights Center

(MIRC) and ACCESS (Arab Community Center for Economic and Social
Services), the largest Arab American community nonprofit in the United States.

ACCESS, with 11 locations and more than 120 programs serving metro Detroit, is
one of the largest social service providers in Michigan and offers a wide range of
social, economic, health, and educational services to a diverse population.
Michigan Immigrant Rights Center (MIRC) is a leading legal resource center for
Michigan's immigrant communities. MIRC works to build a thriving Michigan where
immigrant communities experience equity and belonging. Michigan United is the
largest statewide organizing coalition, comprised of some 50 faith, labor, business,
and community institutions fighting for the dignity of all people, an economy that
works for the many, a participatory democracy that is strong, and a society that
protects civil rights.

The National Partnership for New Americans (NPNA) leads the annual National
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Immigrant Integration Conference. In the past two years, NPNA partners have
assisted over 50,000 immigrants to become U.S. citizens and pursue legal status.
NPNA harnesses the collective power and resources of the country's 35 largest
regional immigrant rights organizations in 37 states. It aims to achieve a vibrant,
just and welcoming democracy for all.

If you are interested in covering the 12th Annual "New American Dreams" National

Immigrant Integration Conference (NIIC2019) please contact: Susana Flores (915)
525 2434 susana@communicationsshop.us Fernanda Durand (443) 396-
3317 fernanda@communicationsshop.us

, @ national, multiethnic, multiracial partnership of immigrants and

refugee rights organizations across 37 states who work to promote citizenship and integration among our
diverse immigrant and refugee communities for the benefit of all Americans.
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